
GIVING INFORMATION:  Convenient electronic transfer now available for monthly supporters!  
 

Get an authorization form at www.newmerciesministries.org/Econtribution.pdf.  If you don’t currently support us monthly, please consider it! 
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JESUS CHRIST: It is of supreme importance that this ministry remains 
a Christ-centered endeavor and is not reduced only to relief or social 
justice work as divorced from the gospel.  This ministry has more than a 
Christian motivation or beginning, but endeavors to also have a MEANS 
and END that will bring glory to God.  We intend to accomplish this by 
living and working according to biblical principles and also valuing the 
following: Sharing the Gospel and Making Disciples, Mobilizat ion, 
and Relationships .  Hear more about these other three values in the 
next newsletter or visit our website (www.newmerciesministries.org). 

 

 

Prayer Requests  
 

Finances:  $68,000 more for 
the orphanage land in 
Rwanda, completion of 

personal monthly support 
raising and faith to trust God 

for these things.  
 

That God would remain at 
the center  of these projects 
and relationships, and would 

use them to show His love and 
to draw people to Himself. 

 

Upcoming short-term trips:  
This summer and January ‘09 

 

Praise Reports  
 

We wired $12,000 to Rwanda  
last month to purchase land! 

 

Karen enjoyed a healthy, safe 
and fruitful time in Rwanda . 

 

Charlie is joining 
New Mercies full-time. 

 

For many faithful supporters  
with creative plans to help 

orphans in Rwanda! 

Hi! My name is Charlie and I am now partnering with Karen in 
New Mercies full-time (and marrying her!!). I will be in the role of 
Chief Operating Officer, which functions to help the ministry set 
and achieve smaller goals in pursuit of our larger ministry vision. 
With four years of experience in college ministry, a degree in 
Geography with emphasis in regional analysis and development 
(University of Minnesota), and a strong desire to help people, 
especially children, I believe God has been preparing me for this 
time of serving with New Mercies. Looking ahead I am excited to 
pursue the Rwanda orphanage project, lead teams abroad, and 
share the message of Christ’s passion with hurting people 
throughout the world. Thank you for being a part of our vision!  
 

Thank you to City Hill for processing our finances free of charge!  This, combined with each worker raising his or her 
own salary, allows 100% of your project dollar to go directly to our projects! 

 

Support a project!  Indicate “New Mercies” AND which project 
you would like to support (orphanage, general fund, etc.) 
 
Support a worker!   Indicate “New Mercies” AND which worker 
you would like to support (Charlie, short-term team member, etc.) 
 

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for foo d will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and  increase the harvest of 
your righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us will produce thanksgivin g to God.

(2 Corinthians 9:10 -11) 

Our Pastor recently preached on this verse, highlighting the importance of discerning the 
difference between seed and bread with regard to our finances.  “Bread” is what God gives to 
nourish us and meet our personal needs.  He also gives us “seed” that we are meant to sow as 
an offering. 
 

Thank you to all who have sown seed by giving to the orphanage project. Last month we were 
able to wire $12,000 to purchase a portion of the land, and are now pursuing $68,000 to 
complete the land purchase and begin building. When we began this process we were told we 
had three months from the time of appraisal to the time of sale. We are now outside that three 
month window and need to purchase the remainder of the land before losing it to developers. 
God has provided this outstanding piece of property at an extremely low price (read more on 
back page), and we don’t want to miss this opportunity. We are confident that when God gives 
vision, He also provides all things necessary to carry it out. Please consider partnering with us 
financially. Thank you for sowing your finances into this project!  May God multiply your seed! 
 Orphanage Master Plan  

Checks payable to: City Hill Fellowship
 

City Hill Fellowship 
c/o Finance Office 

12901 Roberts Drive 
Eden Prairie, MN 55346 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Let’s face it, 50% off sales are often mostly hype.  Hype 
that sells things.  Well, God must be into marketing 
because He is throwing one amazing 50% off sale!  
Here’s the story… 
 

Once upon a time (a year and a half ago), in a land far, 
far away (Rwanda), I (Karen/New Mercies) began 
working with our local partners (Faith Victory 
Association) to secure a plot of land for our orphanage 
project.  The Highest King in all the land (God) had 
charged us with this mission. 
 

I returned to my homeland (the USA) and for one full 
year we worked, battling paperwork and sparring with 
systems.  Soon, it came time for me to journey back to 
the land far, far away (still Rwanda). 

 

We were in the final stages of land acquisition when a 
wealthy and influential man came forward to say that he 
owned the major part of the area and had a plan to 
develop it.  He obtained the land through a culturally 
acceptable, but legally unofficial back-door method.  
Had we gone to court, we would have won.  However, 
this would waste money, risk relationships and prolong 
the process.  We prayed to the Highest King in all the 
land (still God) and trusted that He had something in store for us.  He did.  We learned that a government oversight caused this 
issue to not be discovered until the last minute.  To make things right, the government gave us our choice of a new plot of land!  
In a mere two days, God accomplished what we had formerly been working through for more than one year!  This new plot of land 
is better than the first, with more buildable land area, a brand new paved road and access to running water and electricity.  Had it 
not been for this “problem,” we never would have found, or been granted, this excellent space we are now pursuing. 
 

Being “granted” the land does not mean that it is ours, but that we have been given the right to purchase what is on it.  In Rwanda 
(the land far, far away), the government owns all the land.  One therefore pays those who occupy the land for the things that are 
on it.  To determine this value, one must hire someone to evaluate it.  This was the next stage of our journey. 
 

After months of being unwilling to negotiate, the man in charge of assigning value to each plot of land suddenly had favor on us 
and cut his fee by more than 55%, from the usual 340,000 Rwanda Francs per hectare (about $620) to 150,000 (about $270).  
Furthermore, we were allowed to use 1997 land pricing, which is typically less than half the newer 2007 pricing.  Though 2007 
pricing is in common use, the government has not officially passed it.  1997 was the last time prices were set and we were thrilled 
to gain permission to pay according to these scales!  And that, dear friends, is how our 50% off orphanage land sale was born. 
 

Though this fairytale seems to have a happy ending, we await a further twist in the plot that will lead us to the REALLY happy 
ending.  We believe that God has provided a unique window of opportunity for us to purchase this extraordinary space at an 
extraordinary price.  The chart above lists individuals who have agreed to sell us their land, but are waiting to be paid.  Plots range 
all the way from $27 to $9,699.  Maybe you can help us check a name or two off this list.  Would you please seriously consider 
giving to this project as you are able?  We are in need of financial support of all sizes,  but have special need for a few large 
contributions.  Would you consider passing this new sletter on to a friend, or holding a fundraiser, or  inviting us to share 
with a group to which you belong.  Thank you for yo ur gifts so far!  We are moving forward and hope to  finish strong!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AMOUNT OWED 
Name of Current Owner: Rwanda 

Francs 
US 

Dollars 
M. JEANNE 4,997,603 9,087 
T. JEAN DE DIEU 132,680 241 
M. CHRISTINE 3,617,840 6,578 
M. GERARD 4,065,167 7,391 
N. REVERIEN 2,722,279 4,950 
U. VESTINE 907,403 1,650 
H. FANUEL 5,334,228 9,699 
B. EZECHIEL 918,021 1,669 
U. CLEMENTINE 133,107 242 
M. EMMANUEL 1,525,179 2,773 
N. BERNARD 1,064,021 1,935 
K. JULIENNE 1,555,425 2,828 
N. EMELYZE 256,498 466 
R. JACQUES 1,365,435 2,483 
B. IMMACULEE 15,000 27 
NK. J.D. 15,000 27 
N. THEOPHILE 242,547 441 
M. HADIDJA 597,660 1,087 
M. FELICIEN 1,518,414 2,761 
M. CONSOLEE 796,590 1,448 
N. ISSA 2,042,878 3,714 
U. IMMACULEE 3,541,135 6,438 

TOTAL REMAINING: 44,717,972 67,935 

We enjoyed distributing more than 30 
handmade blankets from a kind woman 
here in the United States.  Pictured at left 
are two recipients – abandoned girls in a 
public hospital.  One of these girls was 
found by police on the street and another 
was left at the hospital after her mother 
gave birth. 

This young woman benefits from a 
tailoring training program we support.  
They were happy to receive $500 from 
one of our supporters to purchase fabric. 
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God works through people like us!  Would 
you please consider being a part of how He 

provides for this ministry? 
 

This form may be completed, detached and mailed to 
(please make checks payable to City Hill Fellowship): 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

I would like to invest in the orphanage through 
(check all that apply): 
 

 ____ A monthly commitment of $________  
 ____ A one-time gift of $________ 
 ____ Regular prayer 
 

I would like to invest in a worker’s personal 
support through (check all that apply): 
 

Worker Name(s): ___________________________ 
 ____ A one-time gift of $________ 
 ____ A monthly commitment of $________  
 ____ Regular prayer  
 ____ Continuing my current commitment 
 

I want to get involved!  Please contact me with 
more information about: 
 

 ____ Participating on a short-term team 
 ____ Financially supporting a worker or project 
 ____ Becoming a prayer partner 
 ____ Scheduling a New Mercies speaker 
 ____ Material gifts: school supplies, clothes, 
  frequent flier miles, office supplies, etc. 
 ____ Other: _________________________ 
 

Please include your contact information: 

Name(s): _________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________ 

 _________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________________ 

E-mail:   _________________________________ 

City Hill Fellowship  
c/o Finance Office 

12901 Roberts Drive 
Eden Prairie, M N 55346 


